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This week’s issue of  
the Newswire featuresthe 
first installment of  the 
Side-by-Side series. For 
each installment, Op-Ed 
Editor Taylor Fulkerson 
will pose a question to 
columnists, and they 
will respond accordingly. 
This week, junior Natalie 
Fagundo and senior 
Michael Walters debate 
the value of  the inclu-
sion of  the humanities in 
a college education.
See Page 9
Fiat justitia, ruat coelum
Newswire
News
Confused by the gov-
ernment shutdown is 
and how it affects you? 
Campus News Editor 
Andrew Koch has the 
details.
See Page 3
Xavier Bookstore introduces new delivery service
By TaTum  HuNTEr
Staff  Writer
By maDDIE  Day
Staff  Writer
Arts & Entertainment 
Editor Patrick Phillips 
shares the stories of  a 
few Xavier communi-
cation arts alumni in 
this week’s feature.
See Page 12
Xavier’s Pramuk releases new book
The Xavier Bookstore is pre-
paring to launch a new delivery 
service for students living on 
campus. 
The service is the result of  a 
successful pilot delivery program 
that took place at the beginning 
of  this fall semester.
This year’s incoming freshmen 
were given the option to have their 
online bookstore orders delivered 
directly to their dorm rooms free 
of  charge.
The custom packages also 
came with a 10 percent off  gen-
eral merchandise coupon for the 
bookstore and a number of  other 
coupons from campus partners.
Following the success of  the 
pilot service, the Xavier Bookstore 
plans to provide similar services 
to the entire campus community 
this spring. 
The service supports the mis-
sion of  the Xavier Bookstore to 
provide students with convenient 
access to the materials they need.
“Meeting the needs of  our cus-
tomers requires providing choic-
es — in course material format 
and pricing as well as delivery,” 
Michael Hubbard, store director 
for the Xavier Bookstore said. 
“This new residence hall delivery 
service is another step toward en-
suring we provide the products 
students want, when and where 
they want them.”
Xavier students are excited 
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
Dr. Christopher Pramuk is 
the author of  “Hope Sings, So 
Beautiful: Graced Encounters 
Across the Color Line,” which 
uses music, art, spirituality and 
theology to examine race rela-
tions in society and in the church. 
Pramuk is currently teaching The 
Black Catholic Experience, a class 
focused on the gifts and struggles 
of  black Catholics throughout 
history and in modernity.
Xavier Newswire: Why did you 
choose to develop a class on this subject? 
Why is the black Catholic experience 
meaningful to you?
Dr. Christopher Pramuk: 
Well, there are personal reasons 
and there are theological reasons. 
Personally, my life has been en-
riched a great deal by crossing the 
color line. Spending time in largely 
black congregations has been one 
of  my most rewarding spiritual 
experiences. Theologically, I think 
that in the last 40 years, the most 
compelling Christian theology 
has come from the black Catholic 
tradition.
XN: Why did you choose to use 
art in your examination of  the black 
Catholic experience? What’s important 
about looking at a tradition through 
that lens? 
CP: I think I made that choice 
because art has been such an im-
portant part of  my experience. 
Growing up, it was music that lit 
me up inside. Through music, I 
encountered cultures different 
from my own. I was fascinated 
by Scott Joplin, Stevie Wonder, 
Negro Spirituals; it was a whole 
new world for me. Art is an invi-
tation into a deeper appreciation. 
Art engages the whole person in a 
way that an intellectual argument 
can’t. It creates empathy.
XN: What angers you about 
the way our society approaches 
race relations?
CP: Well, there’s a lot to 
be pissed off  about. There’s 
a systematic blindness, a 
willful refusal to see what’s 
wrong. Take the Zimmerman 
trial, for instance. As a soci-
ety, we latch on to one in-
cident and fail to reflect on 
the broader culture. The 
real racism in our society is 
hidden, because it’s found 
in the hidden, the marginal-
ized. One example would be 
the inequality in our public 
school system. Kids are seg-
regated, and some end up 
with many resources while 
others get next to nothing. 
Another example would be 
the mass incarceration of  
young black men. It’s hard 
not to call it institutionalized 
racism. 
XN: Do you think that the 
Catholic Church in America has done a 
good job responding to these problems?
CP: Yes and no. The Church 
has been a powerful advocate for 
the poor at street level. That can be 
seen here in Cincinnati. And even 
at the institutional level, bishops 
have issued a few documents on 
systematic racism and white privi-
lege. Nonetheless, liturgically and 
culturally, the church still operates 
as if  it is a white, European insti-
tution. We have not succeeded in 
embodying the multicultural face 
of  God. 
XN: How do you hope that your 
class will affect the way students think 
about race relations?
CP: I hope that the synthesis 
of  music, art, spirituality and the-
ology opens the topic of  race in a 
way that allows everyone to find 
a door. I want to create a safe, re-
spectful place for students to ap-
proach this topic. Talking about 
race relations is painful, but it 
can also create so much beauty 
and joy. When we’re searching for 
that beauty and joy, faith gives us 
a resource that science and sociol-
ogy can’t. So I guess my hope is 
that my students can find that, but 
right now it’s too soon to tell.
XN: How has writing “Hope Sings, 
So Beautiful” and teaching The Black 
Catholic Experience changed you?
CP: I think that engaging the 
race question is always like hold-
ing a mirror up to your face. This 
project has forced me to acknowl-
edge my own ignorance and give 
thanks that there have been peo-
ple in my life who have opened 
my eyes. 
This project has been many 
years in the making, and it’s close 
to my heart because it’s in my own 
voice, the voice of  an artist and a 
theologian. It brings together the 
things that I love. 
about the benefits of  the new 
service. 
“I believe this new bookstore 
delivery option will benefit stu-
dents campus-wide,” Traci Garcia, 
junior and Student Government 
Association Senator said. “It will 
help reduce bookstore wait times 
and eliminate some of  the stress 
that comes with starting a new 
semester.”
The service is expected to help 
students order and receive their 
course materials without the has-
sle of  making numerous trips to 
the bookstore or waiting in long 
lines to pick up books.
All students living in on-cam-
pus residence halls will have the 
opportunity to benefit from the 
new venture.
The Xavier Bookstore is ex-
pected to release more details 
about the new delivery service 
later this semester. 
Xavier professor Dr. Christopher Pramuk 
is the author of “Hope Sings, So Beautiful: 
Graced Encounters Across the Color Line.”
Photo courtesy of Michael Hubbard
Xavier Bookstore orders prepared for delivery to university residence halls.
Professor discusses race, art and theology in relation to Catholicism and society












 to the river f
or the evenin
g.
Students board a replica steamboat for a night of food 
and dance.
(Pictured clockwise from bottom left) Juniors Josh Lamb, Kenzie Guiver, Darci Meiners, Rachael Pappa, Adam Lamb, Traci Garcia, Katie Hautman, Jay Jones and Andrew Koch 
Junior Darci Meiners, sophomore Stef McKelvey and 
juniors Josh Lamb and Kathryn Geckle, all resident 
assistants in Husman Hall, pose for a picture together in 
front of downtown Cincinnati.
Fall Boat Dance 2013
The Student Activities Council hosted its annual Fall Boat Dance on 
Sept. 27.  At the sold-out event, 450 students dined and danced 
aboard a steamboat that toured the Ohio and Licking Rivers.  After 
a catered dinner, students had access to two dance floors where 
they could listen to music provided by professional disc jockeys. 
As they were leaving, students were also able to watch a free fire-
works display put on by the Cincinnati Reds across the river.  






the truth will make you 
free
 “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free” –John 8:32.  
This also applies to marriage and natural 
family planning.  For a healthy Catholic 
approach to marriage and NFP, please 
visit us.  You will be glad you did.
  
Natural Family Planning 
International
www.NFPandmore.org
At the website, click “the truth shall make 
you free”
-Paid Advertisement- 
Xavier’s Information Systems 
Club, in association with the 
Xavier University Help Desk, 
has started the IT Ambassador 
Initiative to allow Xavier students 
to take advan-





dent manager of  
the Help Desk 
M o u h a m e d 
Ndoye, the pur-
pose of  the ini-
tiative is to let 
students know 
about the various IT resources on 
campus and give them the skills to 
use them. 
“(The aim of  the initiative) is 
to increase awareness and utili-
zation of  the many IT resources 
available at Xavier,” Ndoye said. 
The program’s website fur-
ther states that the program is 
designed to, “instill confidence to 
those that find IT to be complicat-
ed and intimidating and position 
Xavier University as an institution 
that graduates students that are 
confident and effective with IT 
recourses in any setting.”
Information systems majors 
will run the program, teaching 
two one-hour sessions a week this 
semester in Conaton Learning 
Commons 207.  Students need 
only attend one session per week.
Statistics suggest that IT skills, 
like those being 




ety.  Ndoye said 
that 75 percent 
of  careers will 
consist of  an IT 
component by 
2020, highlight-
ing the need for 
knowledge of  IT 
skills in the professional world.  
“Information technology im-
pacts all aspects of  our lives,” 
Ndoye said. “As students surround 
themselves with electronic devices 
and resources, it has become es-
sential to know how to effectively 
use them. This knowledge not 
only enhances their Xavier experi-
ence but also their lives outside of  
the institution.”
All students are welcome to 
join the program.  Registration 
is available online at www.xavier.
edu/help. 
Edited by Andrew Koch
By Joshua sTahl
Staff  Writer
Xavier University will be offer-
ing Living Learning Communities 
in the Village Apartments start-
ing next fall. The Sustainability 
Committee and the Office of  
Residence Life have been col-
laborating to create alternative 
living spaces for students who 
wish to live in more eco-friendly 
conditions. 
R e s i d e n c e 
Life and the 
Sus ta inab i l i t y 
Committee have 





dents who would 
like to have a 
more sustain-
able residential 
option. A faculty or staff  member 
will also be placed within the com-
munity to act as an adviser for the 
students. 
The program will allow the stu-
dents a considerable amount of  
freedom within the community to 
utilize the space as they like. They 
will have the chance to experi-
ment with different sustainable 
options and tactics to see how 
they can begin to transform the 
Village into an environmentally 
aware community. 
The students will be able to 
take as much guidance from facul-
ty advisors as they wish or develop 
ideas independently. 
“Students may decide to try 
using clotheslines instead of  dry-
ers, and they can work with their 
advisors to see what they can 
do to make that happen,” se-
nior Administrative Fellow for 
Sustainability Kathleen Smythe 
said. “They can work with Physical 
Plant to set up the clothesline so 




ty of  the Living 
L e a r n i n g 
C o m m u n i t y 
program gives 
the Village the 
potential to 
flourish into a 
larger sustain-
able society 
that builds on 
Xavier’s envi-
ronmental success. 
“Our goal is for the Village to 
become the Eco-Village so stu-
dents can use the space how they 
want in a sustainable way that cre-
ates its own character and vibe,” 
Smythe said. 
The only requirement for 
students who wish to live in the 
Living Learning Community next 
fall is to take a course that has sus-
tainability content.  Xavier offers a 
number of  courses that fulfill the 
requirement. 
Applications will be available 
by the end of  this week and are 
due Oct. 21.  
By lydia RogeRs
Staff  Writer
The federal government shut 
down after Congress failed to ap-
prove a budget before the new 
fiscal year began.  As a result, in-
stitutions controlled by the fed-
eral government put hundreds 
of  thousands of  employees on 
indefinite, unpaid leave and closed 
government buildings across the 
country. 
Because the Constitution re-
quires the federal budget to re-
ceive a majority vote in both the 
House of  Representatives and 
the Senate in order to take effect, 
the federal government entered a 
shutdown when the new fiscal year 
began without a Congressionally-
approved budget on Oct. 1.
More than 800,000 employees 
the government deemed “non-
essential” were furloughed, sent 
home without pay, as a result of  
the shutdown.  
In addition, numerous nation-
al parks, zoos, monuments and 
museums across the country are 
closed indefinitely.  
Some federal organizations 
continue to function in a lim-
ited capacity.  For example, the 
National Institute of  Health can 
continue providing care for its 
patients but cannot begin new 
research studies or treat any new 
patients. 
Similarly, disability and welfare 
checks will still be sent to qualify-
ing citizens, though new disability 
and welfare applications will be 
delayed until the government be-
gins functioning again.
Certain parts of  institutions 
deemed “essential” to the func-
tioning and security of  the nation, 
including law enforcement agen-
cies, remain open.  
Except for its civilian employ-
ees, the military will also continue 
to function and members of  the 
Armed Services will continue to 
receive pay.  
President Barack Obama 
and the 535 voting members of  
Congress will be paid throughout 
the shutdown.
In addition to the federal em-
ployees put on unpaid leave, 
private institutions who rely on 
the federal government for busi-
ness will also suffer from the 
shutdown.  
The White House estimates 
that the shutdown will cost the 
United States economy $10 billion 
in lost revenue for each week it 
continues. 
Congress was unable to agree 
on a budget after weeks of  partisan 
debate.  The Republican-majority 
House of  Representatives includ-
ed in their version of  the budget 
a provision that would defund the 
Affordable Care Act, Obama’s 
plan for universal health care.  The 
Democrat-majority Senate voted 
down the bill and refused to ap-
prove any further revisions that 
denied funding for the act.  
The Affordable Care Act, bet-
ter known as “Obamacare,” is 
Obama’s plan for universal health 
care and has been met with con-
troversy since it was passed by a 
majority-Democrat Congress in 
2010.  
Despite having been used by 
Republicans as leverage in budget 
proposals, the Affordable Care 
Act went into effect as scheduled 
on Oct. 1.
The shutdown will end when 
the Republicans in the House and 
Democrats in the Senate agree on 
a budget plan and Obama signs it 
into law.  
While budget negotiations 
continue and despite the costly 
shutdown (and an estimated 10 
percent approval rating), leaders 
of  Congress from both parties 
have expressed limited interest in 
compromise.
“The House has voted to keep 
the government open, but we 
also want basic fairness for all 
Americans under Obamacare,” 
Speaker of  the House and Xavier 
alumnus John Boehner (R-Ohio) 
said in a press conference.
Similarly, Democrats in the 
Senate are reluctant to approve 
anything but a “clean” budget that 
is free from language that defunds 
the Affordable Care Act.
“We will not go to conference 
with a gun to our heads,” Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nevada) said.
The federal government has 
shut down 17 times since 1976. 
The most recent shutdown lasted 
for 21 days and occurred in 1995, 
during the Clinton administration.
By andRew koch
Campus News Editor
Students offer new 
courses in IT skills
Photo courtesy of clipartpictures.org
Congress fails to pass budget, 
forces government shutdown




The Venezuelan government 
under President Nicolas 
Maduro expelled U.S. diplo-
mat Kelly Keiderling and two 
other embassy officials on 
Sept. 30. The announce-
ment came following allega-
tions that they were involved 
in a conspiracy to sabo-
tage the country’s electri-
cal grid and destabilize the 
Venezuelan government.  
A business jet carrying be-
tween seven and nine peo-
ple crashed into a hangar 
at Santa Monica Airport on 
Sept. 29.  Firefighters re-
port that no one survived 





Compiled by Andrew Koch
Church to canonize 
popes this spring
The Vatican announced 
on Sept. 30 that Pope 
John XXIII, who began the 
Second Vatican Council, 
and Pope John Paul II will 
be canonized as saints in 
April of 2014.  
Photo courtesy of ocw.mit.edu








Men’s soccer falls short in first conference test
By NiCk MCGill
Staff  Writer
Photo courtesy of Greg Rust





Senior midfielder Taylor Dearbaugh defends the ball. 
XU’s defense gave up nine goals in two away games.
Xavier’s golf  teams are off  to 
great starts this fall.  
The men’s team will be coming 
home after its final outing at the 
Badger Invitational in Madison, 
Wis.
The men began the invita-
tional tied for third place with a 
team score of  287 but dropped to 
eighth after scoring 303 in round 
two.  
Despite this setback, senior 
Yuki Kato carded a 1-over-73 and 
is currently tied for fourth place 
on the individual leaderboard. 
Additionally, junior Korey Ward 
and sophomore Matt Gerard are 
tied for 25th place, scoring a 74 
and 79, respectively.  
The men played their final 18 
holes on Oct. 1 at the University 
Ridge Golf  Course and recorded 
a score of  309 to finish in ninth 
place with a total score of  899.  
The women’s golf  team, on 
the other hand, is preparing for 
the Ladies Professional Golf  
Association (LPGA) Xavier 
Invitational from Oct. 5-7 in 
Daytona Beach, Fla.
Coming off  some hot perfor-
mances, the women are looking to 
continue a spectacular season.  
After finishing third out of  11 
at the Indiana Fall Kickoff, they 
secured a second place finish at 
the Yale Women’s Intercollegiate 
in New Haven, Conn.
The women finished with a 
team score of  304. Senior Ariel 
McNair and sophomore Shane 
Crutchfield led the way in the fi-
nal round, carding a 72 and 74 
respectively.  
They both tied for fourth place 
with scores of  219.  
Junior Abigail Smith finished 
16th overall with a score of  226, 
tying an all-time program record 
for lowest round with a 2-under 
-69 for round two.  
Right behind Smith was senior 
Christine Cash, who finished with 
a total score of  231 and tied for 
24th place.
The women’s team will be back 
in action on Oct. 5, trying to keep 
its streak of  top-3 finishes alive.
The Xavier men’s soccer team 
dropped its Big East opener 1-0 
on Saturday against the Marquette 
Golden Eagles at the Xavier 
Soccer Complex. 
This ended the Musketeers’ 
five-match unbeaten streak  (3-4-2, 
0-1 Big East).  
Marquette scored in the 31st 
minute, proving to be the differ-
ence in Saturday night’s match. 
Redshirt sophomore forward 
C. Nortey of  Marquette University 
capitalized on an opportunity 
when he split a pair of  Xavier de-
fenders with one touch off  a pass 
from his teammate. 
Nortey dodged a tackle and 
found the back of  the net from 
the top of  the 18-yard box. 
Junior defender Garrett 
Halfhill almost found the back 
of  the net off  of  a free kick from 
senior midfielder Gino DePaoli, 
but the header went straight to the 
goalkeeper. 
The Musketeers tested the 
Golden Eagle’s defense through-
out the match, especially during 
the final minutes of  regulation. 
However, Xavier was unable 
to score on back-to-back corner 
kicks. 
Marquette had the shot advan-
tage with 10 while Xavier only had 
seven shots on the night. 
The Golden Eagles committed 
more fouls than the Musketeers, 
with 11 fouls to seven. 
Marquette also led in the ad-
vantage for corner kicks with four, 
while the Musketeers had two. 
Xavier goalkeeper Eric Osswald 
took a loss but was able to manage 
three saves on the night. 
Marquette’s redshirt junior 
goalkeeper Charlie Lyon only 
notched one save. 
Xavier traveled to the University 
of  Pittsburgh for its final non-
conference game of  the 2013 
schedule yesterday and came away 
with a 2-1 win. Freshman forward 
Jalen Brown and Halfhill recorded 
goals for Xavier.
The Musketeers will be on the 
road for the next two matches, 
traveling to face their new Big 
East rival Creighton on Oct. 5 and 
DePaul on Oct. 9.
The hot streak of  the Xavier 
women’s soccer team came to 
an end last week as the team fell 
2-0 to St. John’s and 7-1 against 
Georgetown in its first conference 
games, putting the Musketeers at a 
7-3-1 record. 
During the game against St. 
John’s, the squad was able to get 
off  a total of  six shots, including 
three on goal. 
Freshman forward Tori Doss 
recorded two, senior midfielder 
Mariah Whitaker recorded three 
and senior forward Ashton Green 
notched one shot. 
Junior keeper Katie Markesbery 
had six saves and allowed two 
goals.
While Xavier’s defense has 
been stout this season, it allowed 
23 shots in the game. 
St. John’s first goal of  the 
match came from a penalty shot in 
the 31st minute, while the second 
came in the 62nd minute.
“The thing we talked about 
before the game is that in the Big 
East really good teams make you 
pay for mistakes,” head coach 
Woody Sherwood said. 
“We had a couple of  big mis-
takes tonight and St. John's made 
us pay."
In the second game, the team 
played a good No. 10 ranked 
Georgetown squad. 
Georgetown scored its first 
goal in the 33rd minute and then 
went on a tear, scoring three more 
consecutive goals. 
Xavier eventually stopped the 
run when senior defender Sydnee 
Fields found sophomore forward 
Erin McGauley at the top of  the 
box for the Musketeers’ only goal 
of  the game. 
Georgetown showed off  its 
superior skill, scoring a total of  
seven goals, compiling five assists 
Women’s soccer hot streak squelched in conference matchups
and showing its 
quick trigger 
by attempting 
40 shots in the 
match. 
“We knew 
we were going 
to get some 
answers on 
this road trip 
on what it will 
take to com-
pete in the top 
half  of  this 






V i l l a n o v a , 
Marquette and 
Seton Hall on 
Oct. 3, Oct. 6 
and Oct. 12, 
respectively.  
XU golf teams 
looking to 
stay on course
Wild Card recap: Cincinnati Reds’ season cut short by Pirates
After a hard fought season the 
Reds fell to the Pirates 6-2 in the 
NL Wildcard Game Tuesday night 
in Pittsburgh. 
After fighting to keep pace with 
the Cardinals and Pirates all sea-
son long, the Reds settled with the 
second Wild Card spot, being the 
last team from the National team 
to make it to the Postseason. 
The Pirates jumped out to a 
quick lead in the second inning 
with two homeruns by Marlon 
Byrd and Russell Martin. 
They added on another run 
in the third with a sacrifice fly by 
Pedro Alvarez. The Reds got on 
the board with a two-out RBI sin-
gle by Jay Bruce. 
Adding their fourth and fifth 
runs in the fourth inning, the 
Pirates took a commanding 5-1 
lead. 
Shin Soo Choo added to his 
impressive free agency resume 
with a homerun in the eighth.
A major factor to the Reds de-
mise was starting pitcher Johnny 
Cueto’s inability to keep the ball 
low in the strike zone and get run-
ners out. 
Cueto lasted only 3 1/3 innings 
before being pulled out of  the 
game by manager Dusty Baker.
The Reds did have opportuni-
ties to score with the closest being 
in the fourth inning when third 
baseman Todd Frazier hit a tow-
ering shot to left field that passed 
just left of  the foul pole into foul 
territory with two men on base.
The Reds offensive struggles 
were defined by their inability to 
string together consecutives hits 
to advance runners and bring 
them home. 
Having the success of  mak-
ing it to the playoffs in three of  
the last four seasons, the Reds 
have failed to execute in all three 
appearances.
In 2010 the Reds were swept 
by the Phillies, including the his-
toric no-hitter by Roy Halladay. In 
2012 the Reds jumped to an early 
2-0 against the Giants before los-
ing three straight at home to lose 
the series. 
And now the Reds have 
lost in the one-game playoff  in 
Pittsburgh. 
In his six years as the manager 
of  the Reds, Baker has led the 
Reds to three playoff  appearances 
but has failed to move them past 
the first round of  the playoffs. 
Baker is a players’ manager and 
is viewed well by the fans, but if  
he cannot manage a winning team 
through the playoffs, his position 
may be in jeopardy. 
Reds fans can now only wait 
until next season and hope for a 
happier ending next year. 
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Senior Ariel McNair looks to lead 
Xavier this year with her great play.















Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Despite the calendar just turn-
ing to October, the Xavier men’s 
and women’s swimming teams 
kicked off  their seasons this week 
at the Butler Fall Invitational in 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
The Musketeers competed in 
their first meet nearly two weeks 
earlier than they have in previous 
years, but this early start may help 
Xavier as the season progresses. 
The women’s team bested 
Butler University in the dual meet 
while the men’s team almost de-
feated Saint Louis University. 
The Musketeers were unable 
to secure victories over Wright 
State University, the fourth and 
final school competing in the dual 
meet.
On the women’s side, the 
Musketeers performed well in the 
1000 meter freestyle, placing three 
swimmers in the top four.
Sophomore Mackenna Rife 
finished first while freshmen 
Emily Wagner and Heidi Turner 
took home third and fourth place, 
respectively. 
The women’s team swept the 
top four spots in the 200-meter 
backstroke, with junior Carolyn 
Stewart touching the wall ahead 
of  junior Jacquelyn Misanik, 
sophomore Kristen Liebert and 
Wagner.
Sophomore Claire Brolsma 
enjoyed her return home to the 
Hoosier state with a victory in the 
50-meter freestyle.        
The men’s team picked up 
multiple victories of  its own at 
the invitational. Senior Chad 
Thompson finished first in the 
200-meter freestyle event with a 
time of  1:54.60. 
The Musketeers added another 
top-place finish in the 400-meter 
freestyle relay behind juniors 
Armando Moss and Eric Dirvin, 
freshman Rodrigo Suriano and 
sophomore Luke Johanns. 
Not to be outdone by their 
elder teammates, Suriano and fel-
low freshman Nick Strader each 
secured victories in their first col-
legiate swimming events. 
Suriano touched first in the 
100-meter freestyle while Strader 
was victorious in the 1000-meter 
freestyle.
Both the men’s and women’s 
teams will return to the pool on 
Oct. 11 when they travel south 
to square off  against nationally-
ranked University of  Louisville.   
Staff writer Robert Jamieson breaks down conference games
In its inaugural Big East match, 
the Xavier women’s volleyball 
team defeated Butler in four tight 
sets (25-23, 21-25, 25-20, 26-24). 
This was not only Xavier vol-
leyball’s first Big East win, but it 
was also the first victory for any 
sport in the new conference. 
Head coach Mike Johnson was 
not shy about expressing his ex-
citement about getting off  on the 
right foot in conference play. 
“To get the first win for this 
great school in this great new 
league is a special thing. I'm look-
ing forward to great days ahead. 
But, for at least a little bit, we are 
going to enjoy this one,” Johnson 
said.
What made this win even more 
impressive was the team’s ability 
to bounce back after being swept 
in California last weekend. 
"After coming off  a rough 
stretch like we had, I asked this 
group to continue to push and 
continue to invest towards a better 
day ahead. Today was that day,” 
Johnson said.
As usual, Xavier used its depth 
and outstanding games from 
freshman phenom outside hitter 
Abbey Besseler and senior middle 
blocker Alex Smith to push past 
Butler. 
Upon splitting the first two 
sets, the pivotal third set was ex-
tremely close as well. 
After Butler went on a four-
point run to tie the set at 20, 
Johnson called a timeout and the 
Musketeers responded with five 
straight points to take the set 
25-20, showing the kind of  post-
timeout play fans would love to 
see out of  another team that calls 
Cintas Center home. 
Xavier seemed to have the 
match in hand after jumping out 
to an 11-3 lead in the fourth set, 
but Butler would not go down 
without a fight. 
Butler fought all the way back 
to tie the set at 22 and then again 
at 24, but it was Xavier that proved 
to be the more solid team, winning 
the set 26-24. 
Smith sisters Alex and Aubree 
continued to lead the way for the 
Musketeers, finishing with 11 and 
13 kills respectively.
Besseler was the star this week, 
however, earning Big East Rookie 
of  the Week honors. 
Besseler dominated the 
Bulldogs with a team-high 20 kills 
and also added 12 digs for good 
measure. 
Xavier volleyball’s Big East 
home opening weekend will hap-
pen over fall break. 
Seton Hall will start things off  
Friday and will be followed by 
Creighton Saturday and St. John’s 
Sunday, all at Cintas. 
If  you remember our preview 
of  Xavier’s season, Saturday might 
prove to be one of  the biggest 
matches of  the season. 
Creighton comes in nation-
ally ranked, so the Musketeers will 
need some support this weekend.
 No team in the MLB is hotter 
than the Cleveland Indians. 
The Tribe feasted off  of  a weak 
schedule down the stretch, ending 
the season on a 10-game winning 
streak and going on a remark-
able run of  21-6 in the month of  
September.
With the likes of  veteran 
designated-hitter Jason Giambi 
and established manager Terry 
Francona, the clubhouse failed 
to crumble under pressure and 
seized the opportunity to host the 
lone wild card playoff  game for a 
chance to take on the Red Sox.
Before looking at what might 
be, we must focus on the task at 
hand. 
Tonight the Indians host the 
Tampa Bay Rays, who are com-
ing off  of  a 5-2 victory over the 
Texas Rangers in Monday’s tie-
breaker game. 
The Rays had stretches of  
looking like the best team in base-
ball this year. 
Despite not being able to keep 
pace with the Red Sox for control 
of  the American League East, 
Tampa Bay still managed to keep 
its ship afloat and crack the post-
season barrier. 
Though not as star-studded 
as other teams in their division 
(Boston Red Sox or New York 
Yankees), the Rays established a 
small market contender over the 
past few years — much like what 
the Indians aim to do.
Rookie Danny Salazar will 
take the bump and pitch for the 
Indians in undoubtedly the big-
gest game any Cleveland team has 
played since the homecoming of  
Lebron James in early 2011. 
In Salazar’s first-ever ca-
reer start, he only surren-
dered a couple of  hits be-
fore being limited on his 
pitch count. 
Salazar’s 
season is also highlighted by nearly 
shutting down the Detroit Tigers 
before the best hitter in baseball, 
Miguel Cabrera, smashed a home 
run (Cabrera had struck out three 
times before).
Third baseman Evan Longoria 
jumps out as a player who Salazar 
must keep an eye on in the oppos-
ing lineup, as he can carry the Rays 
on his back in big games. 
Longoria went 3-4 with a home 
run and 2 RBI on Monday against 
the Rangers. 
Salazar must watch out for the 
powerful corner infielder every 
time he (Longoria) steps into the 
batter’s box and adjust his pitch-
ing accordingly.
On the other hand, there 
is not a single batter that 
Tampa Bay starter Alex 
Cobb can easily avoid in the 
Tribe batting order. 
Second baseman and first- 
time all star Jason Kipnis is 
rarely cold but not always im-
possible to handle. 
Catcher Carlos Santana is 
powerful but seldom bursts 
out all at once. 
The list continues from 
first baseman Nick Swisher, 
to shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera 
(the only remaining player 
from the 2007 playoff  run), to 
outfielders Michael Brantley and 
Michael Bourn.
Much like the entire regular 
season, opposing pitchers will 
have to choose their battles wisely 
and hope to not get burned by the 
Indians batter with whom they 
make a mistake pitch.
It is not every day that 
Progressive Field is sold out, but 
the Indians will surely look to 
capitalize on local excitement and 
keep their momentum going as 
they try to show that they deserve 
to play among baseball’s elite.
Wild Card preview: Tribe shooting for postseason run




Tampa Bay Rays (92-71)
@ Cleveland Indians 
(92-70)
Pitchers:
Alex Cobb (11-3, 2.76 
ERA)
Danny Salazar (2-3, 3.12 
ERA)
Key Players:
Evan Longoria (Rays): 
.269 BA, 88 RBI, 32 HR
James Loney (Rays): 
.299 BA, 75 RBI, 13 HR
Jason Kipnis (CLE): .284 
BA, 84 RBI, 17 HR
Michael Brantley (CLE):
.284 BA, 73 RBI, 10 HR
Head-to-Head Meetings:
The Indians were 2-4 
against the Rays in the 
2013 regular season. 
None of these games 
were played after May.
The XU women’s volleyball team shut down Butler  in Indiana this weekend.
Upcoming 
Schedule
10/4 vs. Seton Hall
10/5 vs. Creighton
10/6 vs. St. John’s
10/11 vs. Butler
10/15 vs. Morehead St.
Senior Chad Thompson finished first 
in the 200 meter freestyle for XU.
ter.  The Church can grow stron-
ger, but if  these issues are ignored 
the Church will fragment and 
divide.  
The pope will not call a Third 
Vatican Council in this conserva-
tive Church climate, but times 
are changing. We are entering an 
era where it will be okay to talk 
about controversial topics and it 
won’t reduce to a shouting match. 
Francis is making the Church 
more accepting and friendly, not 
hostile and off-putting.
Instead we must use this oppor-
tunity to speak to one another, to 
engage in dialogue. For when we 
sit down at Christ’s table knowing 
that Jesus Christ has saved us, we 
no longer see distinctions between 
liberal and conservative, between 
straight and gay, between man and 
woman.  We become a family who 
cares and loves one another and 
that is Francis’ true message.
Sean McMahon is a junior and 
an English and advertising major from 
Riverside, R.I.
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First Amendment to the United States’Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of  
speech, or of  the press; or the right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of  grievances.
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The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the school 
year, except during vacations and final exams, by the students of  
Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207-
2129.
The Staff  Editorial is written jointly each week by the Editor-
in-Chief, the Managing Editor and the Opinions & Editorials 
Editor. Editorials are written in hopes of  reflecting the opinions 
of  the staff  as a whole, but do not necessarily do so.
The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily 
reflect those of  editors or general staff. 
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier Newswire are not 
necessarily those of  the student body, faculty or administration of  
Xavier University.   
Xavier University is an academic community committed to 
equal opportunity for all persons.
The Xavier Newswire has a commitment 
to publishing opposing viewpoints and 
opinions in hopes of  fostering dialogue 
on campus that includes students, faculty 
and staff. The Newswire accepts Letters to 
the Editor on a weekly basis. Comments 
can be submitted online during the week. 
Please contact us if  you have opinions and 
wish to write on a regular basis or a sense 




Write to us: 
For your information:
October 2, 2013
Pope Francis said in an inter-
view released on Sept. 19 that the 
Church has an “obsession” with 
“gays, abortion and birth control.” 
The interview laid out Francis’ 
bold vision of  the Church. This is 
a Church that is all-inclusive: car-
ing for the sinner, not the sin and 
focused on social justice. 
“The Church,” the pope said 
to Antonio Spadaro, S.J., editor 
-in-chief  of  “La Civiltà Cattolica,” 
an Italian Jesuit journal, “some-
times has locked itself  up in small 
things, in small-minded rules. The 
most important thing is the first 
proclamation: Jesus Christ has 
saved you.”
Francis wants Catholics to live 
like the good Samaritan, uncon-
ditionally loving our neighbors, a 
message that is truly from Christ.  
Francis’ message is Christian 
right to its very core.  He doesn’t 
want people concerned with only 
a handful of  doctrines, like the 
Church’s stance on homosexual-
ity, eligibility for the priesthood, 
abortion and birth control, which 
have high-jacked the Church’s 
public face. Rather he wants us to 
love one another.  He wants us go-
ing out into the world preaching 
the gospel, not with our words but 
with our actions.
The pope’s sentiments have 
made many feel at home in the 
Church once more. In recent years 
,the Church’s true mission seemed 
lost after a myriad of  scandals. 
But what was lost is now found. 
Francis’ sentiments are reflec-
tions of  his faith and actions. He 
is a pope who is truly humble and 
loves the poor and downtrodden; 
and we must let our actions reflect 
our faith.
Yet the Church herself  needs 
to change her stance on these hot-
button issues. The world is chang-
ing, and Catholicism needs to see 
the progress that has been made, 
even in the last 50 years — let 
alone the last 100. We need to rec-
ognize that an unmarried clergy 
is a relic of  the Middle Ages.  We 
need to have an honest conversa-
tion about sexuality and what is 
really sin. The times are changing 
and so too must Church law.
Francis espouses an interpreta-
tion of  Catholicism that focuses 
on the spirit of  Church law, not 
the letter of  the law, a teaching 
that harkens back to Jesus’ minis-
try. The spirit of  the law and the 
letter of  the law should be reflec-
tions of  one another. When this 
harmony is achieved, it is a reflec-
tion of  a strong system.  
However, there are moments 
when the spirit of  the law clash-
es with the letter.  The two cre-
ate friction and promote energy 
for change. Yet, if  this energetic 
state lasts too long it will cause 
division. 
Think of  hot chocolate. You 
can heat up chocolate milk to 
make a delicious drink, but if  you 
heat it too long and ignore it, the 
cream will separate from the wa-
Pope Francis and the Church’s mission
Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker
Culture: on sale all year long
Unbound foreign language textbooks, now a notable percentage of  tuition rates!
Newswire cartoon by Patrick Phillips




Class. Eat. Study. Sleep. Find 
time for friends. This is the basic 
schematic that most of  us as col-
lege students live by.  
Our lives become so hectic 
that we resent anything that we 
don’t see as pertinent to what we 
want to do later on in life. We hear 
things like: “Why do I need to take 
philosophy courses? I’m never 
going to use this ever again.” Or, 
“What am I ever going to need 
Constantine for? I shouldn’t have 
to study this.” 
As a pre-med, biology ma-
jor, I myself  have 
struggled with such 
questions.  What do 
the humanities have 
to offer to my life? 
In trying to discov-
er my own answer 
to this question, I 
have come to the 
conclusion that the 
humanities have 
value by giving mean-
ing to what I study. 
I understand the biological 
processes that occur for the gen-
eration and propagation of  an ac-
tion potential in a neuron. I can 
calculate the frequency of  specific 
alleles in a given population. And 
I am able to isolate, excise and 
transplant genes between organ-
isms. This is all useful information, 
but without the humanities that’s 
all it is — just information. The 
humanities allow us to take the 
knowledge we possess, in what-
ever field it may be, and transform 
it into something greater. 
By taking time to engage in 
studies in the humanities, we are 
able to come to a deeper under-
standing or appreciation of  the 
many different aspects of  human 
nature such as our emotional, spir-
itual and mental states of  being. 
No math course can explain to 
you why you feel pain at the sight 
of  a starving child. No business 
course can help you grasp your 
place in the world. And no sci-
ence course can tell you what you 
should and should not do. 
Only the humanities can offer 
such unique insights and therein 
lies its true value. If  nothing else, 
the humanities help to make the 
student cognizant of  his or her 
place in the world in relation to 
other people. They 
make the students 
aware that there 
is a larger picture 
their specific stud-
ies fit into and that 
they have an obli-
gation to take that 
knowledge and use 
it to benefit those 
around them. 
That way, knowledge 
of  the biochemical pro-
cesses of  action potentials evolves 
into a means of  developing treat-
ments to fix those processes when 
they go wrong. Being able to cal-
culate the frequency of  alleles in a 
population becomes a way of  try-
ing to reduce hereditary diseases. 
And the ability to transfer genes 
between organisms allows one to 
introduce new and beneficial traits 
into a genome. 
Overall, what we study guides 
what we do with our lives, but the 
humanities guide how and why we 
do it.
Michael Walters is a senior biol-
ogy major from Columbus, Ohio, with 
chemistry, theology and peace studeis 
minors.
and ideas clearly and efficiently to 
other people is essential to acquire 
and maintain job positions. 
Study of  the humanities also 
solidifies personal meaning and 
purpose beyond job placement. 
Artists and great thinkers often 
contemplate what it means to be 
human and what life’s purpose is. 
Exposure to such questions and 
thought-provoking work enables 
one to reflect on past experiences 
and future goals. People desire to 
work in a field that provides the 
necessities of  life, such as shelter 
and food. 
However, if  utility is the only 
purpose one finds in his or her ca-
reer, something is always missing. 
We must also strive to be happy 
and live a good life. This involves 
the discovery of  what makes one 
happy and the drive to do what is 
right not only for ourselves but 
for others.  
A perfect example is the re-
quired Philosophy 100 class, Ethics 
as an Introduction 
to Philosophy. 
In studying eth-
ics, students learn 
about moral action 
and consequences, 
teachings that can 
be carried out in the 
real world when ad-
dressing problems 
and dilemmas that 
negatively affect people. 
The humanities aid stu-
dents in the discovery of  the good 
life and purpose in one’s work.
Studying the humanities creates 
a more valuable college degree. 
The liberal arts teach one how to 
think and express his or her ideas 
clearly. Beyond that, they allow 
for the discovery of  purpose and 
happiness that cannot be found in 
other disciplines. In a world that 
revolves around utility, the hu-
manities are essential to finding 
meaning and priceless happiness, 
which goes beyond what is merely 
useful.
 
Natalie Fagundo is a junior from 
Boulder, Colo., with a major in philoso-
phy and a minor in French.
The Side-by-Side is a bi-semester pair of  columns. Two students 
receive the same potentially divisive question and don’t get to see 
what the other has written before it is published. 
The next Side-by-Side will be published in November dealing with 
the role of  contemporary art.
This week’s question:
The goal of  a career in college is undoubtedly tied to one piece of  paper: the 
degree that certifies the student. In this context, what impact should the humanities 
have on students, if  any?
Staff  editorial:
on midterms
This is the time of  the semester 
when campus really comes alive. 
With fresh fall leaves and pump-
kin-flavored beverages comes the 
wonderful frenzied activity always 
associated with academic crunch 
time. Campus scenery is improved 
with the addition of  students 
sleeping in public places and the 
cranky attitudes of  all those who 
aren’t sleeping at all. Add colorful 
language and you’ve got a nice fall 
soundtrack.  
Indeed, it is crunch time. 
We would go out on the week-
ends more, but we privilege aca-
demic rigor over everything else. 
Midpoint Music Festival? Meh. We 
would rather read Shakespeare. 
Shakespeare in the park? Nah. 
We’d rather spend our time pon-
dering John Rawls’ thoughts on 
political justice. And we know we 
should be more social, but reading 
in the same room counts as social 
time, right?
There’s nothing like walking 
into class to receive yet another 
assignment to boost your mood 
for the day.  Thankfully, we’re 
all frequently encouraged to cel-
ebrate the important things in life, 
like sleeping, eating a healthy, bal-
anced diet and spending time with 
our family. However, we cannot 
help but prefer reading 10 books 
a week and cranking out at least a 
dozen papers. 
Supposedly, IKEA might make 
a desk that also functions as a bed, 
with a built-in laptop/pillow. This 
type of  ergonomic efficiency re-
ally excites us. We simply can’t 
wait to transition from sleeping 
to studying and back in lightning-
fast times. Until then, Gallatgher 
Student Center will suffice.
Bring on the midterms, we say. 
Who needs to see his or her fam-
ily when he or she can sit through 
a two-and-a-half-hour long lec-
ture? Clearly, bioethics is more 
important. 
We know this means crunch 
time for professors, too. They stay 
up for hours on end grading our 
stellar sleep-deprived papers and 
grading our tests littered with cof-
fee stains and tears of  failure. It’s 
obvious that this system benefits 
not only the students but the fac-
ulty and staff  as well. 
But at the end of  the day — or 
the beginning, depending on your 
lack-of-sleep schedule — just re-
member: sleep is caffeine for the 
weak.
You go, midterms. You go.
Michael Walters Natalie Fagundo
Contemporary society praises 
utility in all aspects of  life, espe-
cially in attaining one’s college 
degree. People attend college to 
gain an education that will pre-
pare them for future jobs. Getting 
a degree is important because cer-
tain careers require affirmation 
of  one’s abilities and skills in par-
ticular fields. So why should one 
entertain the liberal arts if  the hu-
manities are not useful to attaining 
a specific degree? 
College graduates with expo-
sure to the liberal arts stand out 
among other graduates by con-
firming their abilities to think and 
express themselves with ease. The 
humanities teach students how to 
think, and specifically, to think for 
themselves. 
Great accomplishments rarely 
occur in mediocre circumstances. 
Great accomplishments arise out 
of  the actions of  innovators and 
risk-takers who do not merely 
follow the system but seek to im-
prove it. When one 
has studied art, lit-
erature, philosophy 
and any other dis-
cipline of  the hu-
manities, he or she 
has been exposed to 
those great innova-
tors and rule-break-
ers. They know 
of  people who 
changed the world and 
are able to wrap their 
heads around such achievements 
and perhaps follow in the foot-
steps of  historical figureheads. 
Inevitably, in the course of  
studying, papers have been writ-
ten and discussions have been 
discussed. Self-expression in the 
form of  spoken and written words 
has been practiced and edited over 
and over again until expressing 
oneself  is not a frightening en-
deavor but a confident one. As 
social beings, the ability to share 
our thoughts with each other is 
necessary for survival. 
In a competitive job market, 
being able to express thoughts 










  Newswire Rating:
Matthew Phelps to compete in national 
organ competition and record premiere
Xavier University’s 
Matthew Phelps, direc-
tor of  Concert Choir, is 
a finalist in the Rodgers 
National Classical Organ 
Performance Competition. 
He will compete against 
two students from The 
Julliard School on Oct. 4. 
The competition coin-
cides with the broadcast-
ing of  Phelps’ recording of  
Dan Locklair’s “Trumpet 
of  Light” on Pipedreams, a 
program featured on NPR. 
Xavier Newswire sat down 
with Phelps before this 
momentous occasion. 
Xavier Newswire (XN): 
What brought you back to 
Cincinnati?
matthew Phelps 
(mP):  Some days I don’t 
know. I’ve always wanted 
to do a doctorate, and 
Cincinnati Conservatory of  
Music (CCM) offered me the op-
tion  to do it. However, I was still 
on the fence because I wasn’t sure 
a doctorate was worth leaving my 
church job. 
That’s when I called Tom 
Merrill (chair of  the Music and 
Theatre Department) on a whim, 
saying, “I’m thinking about mov-
ing back. If  I do, will there be a 
job for me to teach?” 
He said, out of  the blue, “Well 
now that you bring it up….” He 
was thinking about 
giving up the concert 
choir to do more ad-
ministration work. 
That was enough 
to move me off  the 
fence. Had I not 
had the opportunity 
to teach at Xavier, I 
would have stayed in 
New York. 
XN: When you 
found out you were com-
peting against Julliard 
students, were you at all 
intimidated?
mP: No. I know 
Paul Jacobs, who 
teaches organ at 
Julliard, from my 
time in New York. 
So the first thing 
I did was email him 
and start talking 
smack. 
I told him his stu-
dents had better be 
ready or they will be 
pounded. 
I got into Julliard as a perform-
er in the organ department, so I 
am confident that I play as well as 
they do, but I’m also realistic. 
They (Julliard students) are sit-
ting there practicing the organ as 
their full-time job. 
I practice the organ a lot, but 
I’m also teaching at Xavier and 
doing my doctorate CCM. 
I’m realistic but I’m pretty hap-
py with the way I am playing.
XN: What was the process like get-
ting your song on NPR?
mP: When I was in New York, 
I was the music director for a large 
church outside Manhattan. 
We installed a new organ con-
sole and wanted to celebrate 
it. One congregation member 
was related to Dan Locklair and 
asked him to write a piece for the 
occasion. 
He wrote “Trumpet of  Light” 
and we performed at the dedica-
tion recital and recorded it not 
only for posterity, but also for 
Dan. 
Dan is a well-connected and re-
spected composer internationally. 
So through those connections, he 
was able to put the recording in 
the right hands. 
The piece was actually sup-
posed to be broadcast a year ago, 
but it kept being pushed back. It’s 
kind of  nice though, that it coin-
cides now with the Rodgers com-
petition. It’s nice to get your stock 
high when you have two things 
that are rapid in succession. 
AMC’s “Breaking Bad” 
finale wows audiences
“Don Jon”    
suffers from 
slow pacing
Joseph Gordon-Levitt brings 
about his triple-threat of  starring, 
writing and directing through the 
fun, satirical vehicle of  “Don 
Jon.” 
“Don Jon” throws audiences 
right in the midst of  its plot and 
commentary through its lead 
character Jon (Gordon-Levitt), 
appointed by his boys “the Don,” 
and into his constant struggle of  
not finding satisfaction in his in-
teractions with women. 
Gordon-Levitt takes the ever-
so-prominent issue of  finding 
physical happiness in a digital age 
and sticks it right in the audience’s 
face by showing the juxtaposition 
of  Jon’s happiness watching por-
nography compared to his hap-
piness taking home women from 
clubs. 
The plot of  “Don Jon” was in-
credibly character-driven with his 
addiction and the way this addic-
tion was handled when Jon sup-
posedly fell in love with Barbara 
(Scarlett Johansson). 
Seeing Jon deal with “love” 
around his family and his ”boys” 
adds further layers to the main 
plot point of  physical versus digi-
tal pleasure, greatly distinguishing 
and reinforcing the distinct paral-
lels between these two seemingly 
different worlds. 
Although this is a serious is-
sue, especially for this generation, 
Gordon-Levitt lightens the mood 
and makes the film more enjoy-
able through his mechanical and 
successful use of  humor. 
“Don Jon” succeeds in most 
of  its goals but falls short in a 
couple of  areas: its pacing and its 
repetitiveness. 
While this may be nit-picky, the 
feel of  the film seems rushed and 
inappropriately timed at points.  
Julianne Moore’s Esther was a 
very pivotal character to this story, 
but the way Gordon-Levitt chose 
to work her into the story seemed 
a bit forced and out of  place. 
Gordon-Levitt’s performance 
stuck out the most. His role was 
out of  his comfort zone. 
He plays the part well for the 
most part, with a couple points in 
the film where he seems less “Jon” 
and more “Gordon-Levitt.”
Overall, “Don Jon” was an 
enjoyable, fun ride with enough 
laughs and well-executed so-
cial commentary to carry its 
shortcomings. 
This was Gordon-Levitt’s di-
rectorial debut, so audiences can 
certainly expect to see his next 
project soon down the line. 
The finale of  AMC’s “Breaking 
Bad” was not only executed with 
perfect mastery and skill but gave 
audiences finality and closure that 
often times aren’t rewarded to 
long-time fans of  a show.
This show deserves so much 
respect and praise that it’s hard 
to know where to begin without 
simply listing every way “Breaking 
Bad” is the most superior televi-
sion show of  this generation. 
This series packs every season 
with such brilliance, the only way 
to look at these seasons separately 
is to compare one master-
piece to another. 
The show’s fifth season, 
divided into two eight-epi-
sode parts, is a beautifully 
crafted end to Walter White 
and his escapades. 
It brings its anti-hero to 
his lowest point: White to 
full-throttle Heisenburg. 
The consequences to 
every decision made up to 
this point are seen played 
out, and the sight is not a 
pretty one for the White 
family and everyone close 
to them. 
Creator Vince Gilligan said that 
he wanted to see the transition 
from Mr. Chips to Scarface within 
his masterfully crafted anti-hero, 
and boy, did he pull this off. 
Gilligan can’t get enough praise 
for his creation. 
He not only created a consis-
tently excellent show, but also 
chose to end it when he felt he 
could tell his best story, rather 
than dragging it out for a cash 
grab – truly an admirable feat. 
While Vince Gilligan deserves 
most of  the praise, the amazing 
cast should not be forgotten. 
For a television show especially, 
there is some well-crafted acting. 
The careers of  Bryan Cranston 
(Walter White), Aaron Paul (Jesse 
Pinkman), Anna Gunn (Skylar 
White) and Dean Norris (Hank 
Schrader) – just to name a few – 
are sure to skyrocket after their 
incredible performances as these 
characters. 
The end of  “Breaking Bad” 
marks the end of  the pinnacle 
example of  the “golden age of  
television.” 
With its great acting, beauti-
ful cinematography and masterful 
story, the show will be missed. 
Fans of  “Breaking Bad” will 
be able to purchase the complete 
series box, which will be released 
on Nov. 26. 
Fans can also hold onto the 
hope for the rumored spin-off  
series, focused around many 
fans’ favorite sleazy lawyer, Saul 
Goodman. 
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
Photo courtesy of stories.illinoisstate.edu.
Phelps is the director and conductor of Xavier’s Concert Choir.
“Breaking Bad” was nominated for the Golden Globe for Best Drama 3 times.
Photo courtesy of static6.businessinsider.com
Bryan Cranston brougt the iconic role of Walter White to life in 2008.
bition just seemed like the perfect 
idea. 
“The works displayed promi-
nently around the circle along 
with the scatters of  Xavier and 
Edgecliff  alumni reflect a rich his-
tory of  Xavier’s past,” she said. 
Tepe, along with other mem-
bers of  the community, gathered 
to celebrate the artistic achieve-
ments of  those in the Jesuit 
tradition. 
To see some of  the artwork 
featured until the end of  October, 












Edgecliff College Alumni Association and 
Women of Excellence show new art exhibit
Gems of the Cincinnati 
Midpoint Music Festival
This year’s Midpoint 
Music Festival was 
another spectacular 
success.  
The headliners were 
great, with Shuggie 
Otis, The Head and the 
Heart and The Breeders 
putting on fantastic 
shows.  
However, as with any 
music festival, the true 
enjoyment comes from 
the hidden gems: little-
known bands that put on 
a surprisingly wonderful show.  
Here are a few of  those bands 
that you should consider looking 
into.
dent may
Dent May was one of  the final 
acts on Thursday, playing in the 
Below Zero Lounge.  
May’s blend of  pop-rock was 
infectious, and 
he was one 
of  the most 
energetic per-
formers in 
the festival.  
The high-
light was dur-
ing the final 
song, when 







top of  the bar 
at one point.  
Check out his website 
for some of  his music: 
dentmay.com.
Bethesda 
No band looked like it 
was having as much fun as 
Bethesda. 
A group from Akron 
and Kent, it played a spe-
cial brand of  foot-stomp-
ing folk.  
The band members 
had perpetual smiles on 
their faces and the crowd 
was dancing along to their 
tunes.  
Check them out at bethesda-
band.com.
ancient Warfare 
Ancient Warfare put on a 
fantastic show at MOTR Pub 
Saturday night.  
This alternative rock band is 
comprised entirely of  women. 
The band’s songs were slow-
er than that of  most alternative 
bands, but the distortion was 
cranked up and reverberated 
throughout the room. 
You can find out more about 
Ancient Warfare at ancientwar-
faresound.com.  
Kansas Bible Company 
Kansas Bible Company played 
on the Midway Stage at the cor-
ner of  12th and Vine, which was 
open to anyone.  
This 11-piece band had a jazz-
rock mixture, featuring a promi-
nent horn section.  
The energy was high, and the 
tunes were incredible. Kansas 
Bible Company drew the largest 
crowd on the Midway Stage. 
You can view the band’s web-
site at kansasbiblecompany.com.
All of  these bands put on ex-
cellent shows. 
One may turn out to be the 
next big thing. 
The Edgecliff  
College Alumni 
Association and the 
Women of  Excellence 
recently unveiled their 
new art exhibit fea-
turing paintings and 
sculptures by Edgecliff  
alumni.  
Located on the third 
floor of  Gallagher 
Student Center, the 
gallery opened this 
past Sunday and plans 
to auction off  selected 
works to contribute to scholar-
ship funds for future liberal arts 
students at Xavier. 
In addition, the reunion of  so 
many alumni strengthens the bond 
of  both Edgecliff  College and 
Xavier students, past and present, 








tiative to attract 
old graduates 
of  Edgecliff  
College in assist-
ing with the gal-
lery, and the re-




ists seem very 
happy to be 
back together 
at Xavier exhib-
iting their art 
and reconnect-





sold will go to the 
Edgecliff  Alumni Fund. 
Edgecliff  College was a private 
Catholic women’s college founded 
in 1935. 
In 1980, the college merged 
with Xavier University to allow 
students of  both sexes to attend 
until the college eventually shut its 
doors in 1986. 
A lasting memorial to the 
spirit of  the women’s college is 
Edgecliff  Hall located at the end 
of  the academic mall which hous-
es the Department of  Music & 
Theatre. 
The Edgecliff  Alumni 
Association was originally formed 
to give leadership and philan-
thropic opportunities to women 
of  Xavier and Edgecliff  Alumni. 
Cathy Tepe, committee chair 
of  the association, said that the 
idea of  fine arts and an exhibition 
was the just the solution for form-
ing a camaraderie like no other. 
“As history shows, Edgecliff  
College was known as a great 
place to study art and theater,” 
Tepe said. 
“Lots of  talented artists who 
graduate from Edgecliff  are still 
practicing art, so having this exhi-
Newswire photo
“Clouds and Rocks,” mixed media by T. Mark Kohlhas.
Newswire photo
“Astral Travel” is a mixed media piece created by Mark Wiesner.
Photo courtesy of ancientwarfaresound.com
Ancient Warfare is an all-female, alternative rock band from Lexington, KY.
Photo courtesy of dentmay.com
Dent May performed at the Below Zero Lounge.
Photo courtesy of dentmay.com
Kansas Bible Company is an 11-piece, jazz-rock band from Goshen, IN.
Photo courtesy of  bethesdaband.com
Bethesda’s CD “The Reunion” is available on iTunes.
Newswire photo
“Road to Heaven” is an acrylic piece created by Mary Anne Froschauer Ryan.




By Patrick E. PhilliPs
Arts and Entertainment Editor
I currently work for Nielsen, a market research company providing global insights into what 
people watch and buy. I’m located in New York City for the Watch Emerging Leaders Program, 
a year-and-a-half  rotational program on the media insights side of  the business. My first rota-
tion is on the Disney client services team, supporting media analytics and cross-platform strat-
egy for the ABC, ABC Family, Disney Channel and ESPN network entities. 
The electronic media program gave me the necessary background in mass communication as 
well as the insight into media production and the media industry, which is very applicable in my 
current role. Additionally, Xavier is a great place for making students well-rounded and adapt-
able, which is essential for today’s work force. 
I’ve had the opportunity to work on a variety of  projects, from custom media viewership 
analyses, (to) tracking of  the fall season’s programming, (to) supporting the development of  a 
cross-platform media measurement strategy, (to) working on contract renewals and other mis-
cellaneous requests.
The great thing about a degree in communication arts from Xavier is the well-rounded ex-
perience and knowledge it gives you. Definitely take advantage of  the variety of  opportunities 
while in school, and keep exploring new courses, clubs or other extracurriculars not just on 
campus, but (also) in the city of  Cincinnati.
I started a job at the Today Show last week as a graphic producer.  (I approve every picture 
and text.) I work with producers to create clever and compelling content for the Today Show 
audience.  Previously, I worked in cable news for MSNBC, and before that, I worked at Channel 
5 WLWT Cincinnati as a production assistant and an associate producer.
Long film shoots disciplined me for what I do currently.  I also learned how to produce 
a newscast at XU, pre-production and post-production, which gave me an advantage when I 
started an entry-level job in news. 
I was part of  producing and implementing a new graphics package for the Today Show, 
which premiered Sept. 16.  Producing-wise, the Trayvon Martin trial this past summer was also 
a huge project I worked on. On July 13, the day of  the verdict, I produced nine straight hours 
of  live programming with my team.
Seeing your work come to life is one of  the most rewarding experiences ever.
I appreciate and value all that I learned from the XU communications program.  Without it 
and the guidance of  Blis Devault, I would not have the skills I have today to produce a success-
ful news program.
I currently work as a freelance videographer. I film and edit client videos – documentaries, 
music videos, corporate work, etc.
I learned the basics for filming and editing at Xavier. The more I applied those skills in the 
field, the more adept I became in using them. 
The biggest project I've worked on was “Mission Kilimanjaro.” It premiered on ESPN's 
“Outside the Lines” and won Kyle Maynard an ESPY in 2012 for Best Male Athlete with a 
Disability. It also won the Gold World Medal at the 2013 New York Festivals. 
I can only speak for myself  as a freelancer – the work is hard, stressful and hard to come by. 
Expand your network. If  you do a good job for one client, (he or she will) refer you to another, 
(and) then another.  Soon you'll find consistent work. Keep whatever goals you have for your-
self  in mind and practice every day. Don't wait for things to come to you because they won't.
I also advise getting a camera (Canon DSLR would be the best choice), getting editing soft-
ware (I suggest creative cloud by Adobe) and building your portfolio. I can't stress this enough. 
Set up a website with your work and a blog. THIS is your resume. Don't wait until after college 
to build it. 
I work for WKEF/WRGT-TV in Dayton, Ohio. I am the morning traffic anchor and fill-in 
news anchor for ABC 22 Good Morning and Fox 45 in the morning. I also do special reports 
for the morning show. 
I learned how to shoot and edit video at the Xavier Television Center, which has proven 
more helpful in the industry than I ever could have imagined. 
I am currently working on two sweeps pieces for the November rating period. The first story 
I am working on investigates the most dangerous intersections in the Miami Valley. The second 
one looks at how students are affected when music or art classes are lessened or eliminated in 
schools. 
If  you are interested in TV news, get an internship. Then, get another one. That is by far the 
best way to learn the industry and make contacts for future jobs. You can also easily make your 
resume reel through your internship, which is what helped me get my first job.
If  you need any advice, help with making your resume reel or just want to chat about the 
industry, email me at hilaryzalla@gmail.com
I'm currently working for CBS Television Studios as an assistant editor on a mid-season 
scripted drama, "Reckless.”
My time at Xavier as an electronic media major really brought to light what I really wanted 
to do in my life, and that was to work in post-production. 
My current project (“Reckless”) is the biggest project I'm working on. It's my first scripted 
show. 
I would tell current communications students to explore (their) options; see what you like 
and don't like. Once you decide, really sharpen your skills and reach out to potential Xavier 
alums or people in the business, in general, to gain insight and possibly a mentor. 
David Pergolini: Class of 2011
Victoria Page: Class of 2010
Cory Weeks: Class of 2013
Katie Ryan: Class of 2011
Hilary Zalla: Class of 2011
Xavier University’s Department of Communication 
Arts has had a solid output of successful media careers. 
Recent Xavier University graduates with degrees in 
electronic media offered comments and advice about their 
experiences both during and after college.
Communication ArtsAlumni
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